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Table 2 Top 10 source journals of desert tourism
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1 Science of the total Environment 43
2 Journal of Arid Environment 35
3 Journal of African Earth Science 28
4 International Journal of Tourism Research 25
5 Biological Conversation 24
6 Journal of Sustainable Tourism 21
7 Geoheritage 15
8 Tourism Management 11
9 Geoforum 9
10 Cities 8
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A summary of studies on desert tourism at home and abroad

Liu Fang®, Zheng Jianghua’, Han Linzhi®
(a.School of Tourism /' b.College of Resources and Environmental Science / c.Institute of Economics, Xinjiang University,

Urumgqi 830046, China)

Abstract: Due to the differences in historic culture, thinking model and research process, the research perspec-
tives, research content, and research methods of desert tourism at home and abroad are significantly diversified.
This paper systematically sorts out the research results of desert tourism at home and abroad. In terms of research
perspective, ecological environment, economics and sociology are the starting points for domestic scholars to an-
alyze the desert tourism resource development value, tourism market demand, environmental carrying capacity
and other key issues. Foreign scholars, with a wide range of research perspectives, mainly analyze the value of
resources based on geomorphology and archeology, analyze the impact on local communities according to an-
thropology and ethnology, and analyze the distribution characteristics of passenger flow from the perspective of
climatology. In terms of research content, desert studies at home and abroad are focused on tourism resource de-
velopment, sustainable development of scenic spots, tourist behavior characteristics, etc. However, foreign
tourists also pay attention to exploring tourist destination evolution patterns and characteristics of tourist source
places. In terms of research methods, qualitative research is mostly adopted by domestic scholars. Quantitative
research is mainly used for indicator system building, models, and questionnaires. Quantitative research is the
main research method for foreign scholars, who obtain information mainly from field surveys and questionnaires
for quantitative data modeling, regional comparison discussion and typical case analysis.

Key words: desert tourism; sustainable development; development model; tourism market



